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Meet the First Presbyterian Church Confirmation Class of 2020 -  2021 

To say that this has been a challenging year for our Confirmation Class would be a             

tremendous understatement. When they first committed to undergoing a year-long course of 

study in August 2020, our eighth graders were just figuring out how to safely attend school, 

play sports, take part in other extra-curricular activities, and even spend time with their 

friends in a pandemic. In addition to all that, they had to grapple with how to participate in a 

rigorous Confirmation program that maintained high expectations every week.  

The class began meeting in a variety of ways  -  on Zoom, outdoors at student homes, in             

person at church, distanced and masked, and often Zoom/In-Person hybrid situations when 

Covid-19 quarantines were in effect. These students persevered in a remarkable way and 

have completed the year with excellent attendance and wonderful attitudes overall. They 

met each Sunday morning for 32 weeks and even were able to have a half-day retreat.             

Together, they worked, studied, prayed, and thought about what their faith means to them.  

They were challenged to memorize The Lord’s Prayer, The Apostles’ Creed,  Question 4 

from The Confirmation Study Catechism, and scripture verses including John 3:16,             

Ephesians 2:8, John 1:14, Romans 5:8 and Psalm 23. Many rose to the challenge. 

These 14 Confirmands have formed relationships with each other and the elders who             

volunteered to shepherd them through this process. Throughout the year, they have been 

readying themselves to stand before the congregation as young adults and either be baptized 

or claim the promises their parents made for them at their baptism. They have written a 

Statement of Faith summarizing their personal faith journey to this point in their lives. They 

have been duly examined by the Session and today are being received into full church         

membership. We are pleased to present this group of young people to you as committed     

disciples of Jesus Christ and the newest members of First Presbyterian Church. 

Martha Burriss, Andrea Storie and Anne Tedder, teachers 

************************************************************************** 

A special thank you to the elder-mentors who worked with and supported these students all 

year: Bill Cavedo, Jody Crudup, Wes Edwards, Laura Jones,                                      

Saunders McCollum and Matt West 

We appreciate our guest teachers: 

Dr. Dennis Tedder, Rev. Chad Wright-Pittman, Misty Dillard and Beth Spann 



WILLIAM NICHOLAS BROCKELBANK 

Nicholas is the son of Bill and Jennifer Brockelbank. He has one 
sister, Bailey. Nicholas attends McCants Middle School and his 
favorite subject is math. He plays soccer for CASA Pride and 
also likes football. Nicholas has several pets. 

 

 

 

 My confirmation journey has led me into a deeper faith and a deeper              

relationship with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. I believe Jesus, my Savior, has made 

a major impact on my life. Jesus has taught me that no matter what has happened in 

my life there was a purpose for it. The Holy Spirit, to me, makes my faith come alive,   

helping me to understand and believe more. Reading and studying scripture helps me 

to develop a stronger bond with Jesus because it shows me how He handled life, what 

He went through, and what He has done for us.  

           Whenever I am going through good or bad times, I think about Philippians 4:6-7. 

These verses just really hit home and help me through any situation. First Presbyterian 

Church has a very important role in my life because this church lent a helping hand 

when my faith was not as strong, and it helped my faith grow in many ways. 

 Being a follower of Christ should change the way I live my life because it should 

help me to make better decisions about everything. I can use my faith to help others        

understand more about the church and God. My loved ones have also had a major  

impact on what I believe about my faith, God, and the church. 

SAMUEL BRADLEY WATERS 

Sam is the son of Brad and Katrina Waters. He has an older 
brother, Eakin, and an older sister, Ellison. Sam attends McCants 
Middle School and his favorite subjects are technology, math, 
and PE. He plays soccer for TL Hanna, likes all sports and                   
working on cars and houses. He also likes going to the lake, 
boating, and driving dune buggies. 

 

 

 I believe God is the Holy Father and the Almighty God. I believe Jesus is the 

cornerstone of my life and the light of my world. The Holy Spirit helps me do things that 

put me on the right path. 

 When I read the Bible, it makes me feel closer to God because it teaches me 

about God and I can use it in my daily life.  When you are a part of the Body of Christ, it 

means that you help make up the Church and your gifts help make the Church strong.  

To be a follower of Christ to me, is following the way God has told you to live your life. 



JAMES GLENN WALKER 

James is the son of Jennifer and Jim Stewart and David and Katie 
Walker. He has a twin brother, Austin, and step-siblings Stephanie 
Stewart, and Anna and Jonah Crawford. James attends McCants 
Middle School and his favorite subjects are Social Studies and PE. 
James runs cross country and track for TL Hanna High School High 
School. He likes to spend time at the lake and on the family farm, go 
hunting and fishing, and spend time with his friends. He has a dog 
named Ruby. 

 

 I believe God is the most powerful person, leader, and Savior. I believe Jesus is 

the Son of God and my teacher. The Holy Spirit is a creative force and the breath of 

God. I believe that the Bible is a one-of-a-kind book and is special because it tells me 

of the sacrifices God and Jesus made for me. 

Being a follower of Christ means I try to live my life following the example of  

Jesus. I should try to help others, forgive people who do wrong things, and show    

people God loves them by doing kind things even when they haven’t earned it. 

FPC has been my Church my whole life. I have grown up here and made many 

friends here through Christ. Being a part of the Body of Christ means that even though 

we are different, we are connected. Going on mission trips, being a part of youth group, 

and serving at First at First are the ways my faith grows at Church.  

 

 

 

ELLA CLAIRE COUCH 

Ella is the daughter of Brian Couch and Jennifer Couch and 
has an older brother, Charles. She attends McCants Middle 
School and her favorite subject is English/Language Arts. She 
plays volleyball and basketball for McCants and is also on a 
travel basketball team. In her free time Ella likes to go to the 
lake, go shopping, and hang out with friends and her dog,   
Winston. She enjoys country music and likes to participate in                   
First at First and any other service projects at church. 

 

 God is my one true God. No thing or person is like Him. He is my protector.        

I know He has a plan for me. Also, He is my creator and the creator of all things. I think 

of Him when I am in nature, especially around water. Rivers remind me of God. 

 Jesus is my teacher. He teaches me the way to have the life He wants for me. 

He is the light of the world, and like my sun. My world revolves around Him. Jesus is 

my savior. He died on the cross for my sins. 

 The Holy Spirit is the voice in my head telling me to act in the way of the Lord.  

It tells me to show kindness, gratefulness, and helpfulness in my everyday life. 

 The Bible is God’s way to preach to me. It tells me stories that make me know 

He can do anything. Prayer is between God and me and I know I can always talk to 

Him. I pray to Him when I need help with things I’m struggling with. I know that He will 

help me push through. When I’m in church I can glorify God while I’m singing. Singing 

makes me think of God. 

 Being a follower of Christ means that you serve others and teach them about 

Him. I serve Him whenever I do good deeds in the community. I enjoy serving at First 

at First because I know I am being a follower of Christ while doing so. 

 



GREYSON LOWELL EPPS 

Grey is the son of Norman and Laurie Epps. He has two sisters, 
Molly and Halle Cate, and two brothers, Wils and Anders. He  
attends McCants Middle School and his favorite subject is math. 
Grey stays busy playing lots of sports. He plays football and 
basketball for McCants and is on the TL Hanna lacrosse team. 
He plays the guitar and cello, and likes to read, play video 
games, work out at the Y, and  take care of his five dogs and one 
cat. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Trinity—God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. God 

is my Father almighty. He created me in His image. Jesus is my savior. He saved me 

from my sins by dying on the cross. The Holy Spirit lives inside of me and will help me 

make the right choices and build a good relationship with God. I also build that        

relationship by reading the Bible, praying, and going to church. This relationship helps 

me to do what God wants me to do. 

AUSTIN KEESE WALKER 

Austin is the son of Jennifer and Jim Stewart and David and 
Katie Walker. He has a twin brother, James, and step-

siblings Stephanie Stewart, and Anna and Jonah Crawford. 
Austin attends McCants Middle School and his favorite  
subjects are Social Studies and English. In his free time, 
Austin can often be found riding horses and helping with 
their care and feeding at Becht Farms. He likes to read, play                        
video games, hang out with friends, and stays busy working                        
at Chick-fil-A.  

 I believe that Jesus is the Son of God, the one who died for our sins so we 

would not be punished, and the light of the world.  I believe that the Holy Spirit is 

alive and makes my faith come alive. I believe the Bible is a holy book and that is 

where I can come closest to discovering the story of Christ and seeing the good acts 

that He has done. 

 To me being an active member of the Church is the most important part of 

my faith. I think this is due to the fact that I have grown up in the Church. First   

Presbyterian Church is a third home to me and its members are my family. To me, 

being part of the “Body of Christ” means walking in the footsteps of Jesus. So, I look 

forward to and am ready to be able to go more in-depth in Sunday school and learn 

more about God and the amazing impact of what Jesus has done. 

 



MAGGIE ANN TAYLOR 

Maggie is the daughter of Freddy and Sherri Taylor, and has a 
younger brother, Freddy. She attends Starr Iva Middle School and 
her favorite subject is Social Studies. Maggie runs cross country 
for Crescent High School. She likes to spend time with friends 
and ride the golf cart and go four-wheeling on the family farm. In 
her free time she also likes baking, playing with dogs, and taking 
care of younger kids. 

 

 When I was younger, I didn’t really understand much about what I want to share 

with you today. But now I know that I believe God is the creator and my protector. He is 

always there for me and I know He has a plan for me. He sent His only son, Jesus 

Christ, to die for my sins. I believe Jesus is the highest priest because He has taught 

people around the world about His faith and our God. He is the bread of life and He is 

the seeker of the lost. I believe the Holy Spirit brings the power of God alive and the 

power of faith alive. I believe the Bible is how God wants us to see the world and it 

shows us how He wants us to treat others—the way Jesus would. When I read it, the 

Bible helps guide me to do good in the world.  

Church is where I feel closest to God. I have gone to First Presbyterian Church 

since I was born, and it’s where I’ve met most of my friends. I know I can be completely 

myself at church and won’t be judged. My belief in Jesus Christ leads me to treat others 

with kindness and I think it’s important to show my faith by helping others. I thank God 

every day for the life that He has given me. I believe God will continue to guide me in 

the right direction for the rest of my life. 

 

ABIGAIL EVA GROVE 

Abigail is the daughter of Ray and Kimberly Grove. She has an 
older brother, Tyler, and a younger sister, Olivia. Abigail attends 
McCants Middle School and her favorite subject is English/
Language Arts. She loves to read and do gymnastics at Electric 
City Gymnastics. Abigail has a cat named Milo and a fish named 
Tinie. 

 

 I believe God is the shepherd of my life because He leads me to try to do the 

right thing. I believe Jesus is the lamb of God because he is God’s son, and his life 

shows me the way God wants me to live. The Holy Spirit is here to make my faith come 

alive. I believe that the Bible is the true word of God.  

Being part of the Body of Christ means that I know God is there to help me.   

Being a  follower of Christ means I should be living my life the way God wants me to. It 

should change the way I make decisions. I should think about how Jesus would want 

me to live.  

I believe that prayer is a way to connect to God and let him know the hardships 

in my life. When I pray to Him, I glorify Him. When I am at church, I feel close to God 

and very safe praying to Him. 



JACKSON ALEXANDER GUILBAULT 

Jackson is the son of Jeffrey and Kathleen Guilbault. He has 
one older sister, Mary Margaret. Jackson attends Glenview  
Middle School and his favorite subject is history. Jackson 
plays tennis for TL Hanna and he likes watching sports,        
especially New England Patriot football, and playing video 
games. In his free time, he likes to do projects with United Way. 

 

 I believe in one God, who is the Father Almighty, and He created heaven and 

earth. I believe that Jesus is my Savior. He plays a role in my everyday life. By being 

human, He went through some of the same struggles that we all go through today. He 

teaches me how to go through these struggles by His example. By being divine, He 

saves me from my sins through His death on the cross and rising again the third day. 

Through the Holy Spirit, I believe Jesus is teaching me how to handle certain situations 

in my life. He leads me down the path of doing the right things. I think the Holy Spirit 

makes sacraments come alive. Through the sacrament of baptism, we are accepted 

into the church and the Holy Spirit helps us become one with the Lord Jesus Christ.           

Communion is how we remember Jesus’ sacrifice of His body, the bread, and His 

blood, the cup. 

 I think that being a follower of Christ means trying to follow Him down the path 

that He wants me to go, staying close to Him, and praying to Him daily. 

ANDREW JOHNSTON PATRICK IV 

Drew is the son of Andy and Angi Patrick and has a twin    
sister, Emmy Lou. He attends McCants Middle School and his 
favorite subject is English. Drew runs cross country and track 
for TL Hanna High School. He likes fishing, both salt water 
and fresh water, mountain biking, hiking, hunting, and playing 
video games. He has three dogs named Booty, Dandy, and 
Wren. 

 

 I believe God is my Father and Creator. When I pray to Him, I think of Him as 

my provider and protector. Jesus has saved and healed me by forgiving my sins. He 

has helped me overcome lots of fears. The Holy Spirit is a source of God’s grace. I feel 

the Holy Spirit changing the bad into the good.  

Whenever I am feeling down or unmotivated, I can look at Philippians 4:13 for 

inspiration. Reading, studying, and memorizing Scripture makes me feel closer to God. 

I see FPC as a safe place where I can worship God and let Him shape my faith. I would 

like others to know how much of a life-changing experience FPC is.  

To me being a follower of Christ means reading Scripture and encouraging   

others to have a love for God and Jesus. When God is in your life, it should change the 

way you live and the way you look at things. Outside of church I like helping the     

community by serving at food banks and shelters. I think doing little things for others 

can help me put my faith into action. 

 



AMELIA LOUISE PATRICK 

Emmy Lou is the daughter of Andy and Angi Patrick and has a twin 
brother, Drew. She attends McCants Middle School and runs cross 
country and track for TL Hanna High School. She likes hanging out 
with her friends, going to the lake, and attending Clemson games. 
She also likes to travel. She stays busy keeping up with her three 
dogs: Wren, Dandy, and Booty. 

 

 My belief in God has turned into a relationship with God. My faith helps me love 

others as God loves me. It encourages me to spread the Good News to brothers and 

sisters in Christ, and brothers and sisters yet to know Christ.  

Throughout my life I have learned to be thankful for God’s promises through   

Jesus Christ and I praise Him for sending Jesus as my Savior. Jesus is my redeemer 

and He died on the cross for me. I know I can repent from my sins and that my          

forgiveness is assured. I feel called to now live for Him.  

The Holy Spirit guides me and wants me to convince others to follow Christ as    

I try to do the same. I am called to learn more about my faith through reading the Bible 

and through prayer. I know God’s providential care will protect me my whole life long. 

COLIN FLETCHER McCARTHY 

Fletcher is the son of Rob and Blake McCarthy. He has one 
brother, John Carter. Fletcher attends McCants Middle 
School and his favorite subjects are English and history. 
Fletcher likes playing and watching sports and playing    
video games. He also likes hanging out with his friends. 

 

 

 I believe God is the Rock of my life. When everything in life seems to push down 

on me, I know God is right by my side. He is the one true God. When He sent His only 

Son, He sent Him to redeem us. Jesus is my savior; He is the light of the world, and He 

is a friend. 

 I think the Holy Spirit lives in me and is the voice in my heads that tells me the 

right thing to do. I also believe the Holy Spirit is what makes Scripture come alive and 

the Bible is my guide to a stronger faith. I imagine it is like a path to heaven; it shows   

us imperfect people how to try and be perfect.  Being a follower of Christ means to    

understand what God wants and has planned for me. I know He has a plan for me, and I 

know and trust in His divinity. 



GARRISON JOSEPH METZ 

Garrison is the son of Devon Myers, Brant Metz, and Lee and 
Stacey Dorsey. He has a younger sister, Grace. Garrison       
attends McCants Middle School and his favorite subject is 
math. He plays baseball for TL Hanna and likes all other sports. 
Garrison likes playing the PS4, swimming, and attending youth 
group. He stays busy at home with three dogs and two cats. 

 
 

 I know that there is one true God; He is almighty and he is my provider. I believe 

Jesus is the person that died for my sins. Jesus is a miracle worker, promise keeper, 

and light in the darkness. 

  The Holy Spirit is the breath of God that comforts me when I feel alone. The   

Bible shows me the best way to live. I know I cannot be perfect, but through the Bible 

God guides me to try to live the perfect life. Prayer helps me speak to God and ask for 

forgiveness. This year, Confirmation Class has taught me to try to use my gifts to help 

others as I live my life. 

 
ELIZABETH LEA MOORHEAD 

Ellie is the daughter of Kris and Lea Anne Moorhead. She 
has an older sister, Mary Tracy, and a younger brother,  
Kristopher. She attends McCants Middle School, and her 
favorite subject is Social Studies. Ellie runs cross country 
and track for TL Hanna High School and has studied piano 
with Rebecca Bowen for seven years. She likes running, 
reading, traveling, hanging out with friends, and playing 
with her dogs, Wrigley and Maggie. 

 

 Before I went through Confirmation Class, I was not as aware of God and the 

Holy Spirit’s presence in my life as I am now. I believe that God is my protector and that 

He has a plan for my life. I know that even through the hard times, God plans for a good 

outcome. The Holy Spirit gives meaning in my life by helping me help others. I believe 

Jesus is our savior, and that He has come to save us from our sins.  

 I believe the Bible is God’s way of speaking to us. Through the Bible, He guides 

us through life and gives us advice. The Holy Spirit gives meaning to God's Word in the 

Bible. The Holy Spirit helps us better understand and interpret what God is saying.  

 When I come to First Presbyterian Church, I am in God’s house. I know that I 

am welcomed here, and here I am able to learn more about God. My relationship with 

God is personal, but it is also public because other people see my relationship with God 

through the way I act. As I grow and further learn about God, I continue to see His     

impact on my life and others around me. 

 


